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all saying that setting a carbon price is 
the best action to take. They don’t 
write very big checks. So they don’t 
get heard from much around here, it 
seems. 

But let’s think for a minute. What 
about this President? What about 
President Trump? What might he say? 
What might President Trump think 
about action on climate change? 

This is a full-page advertisement 
from the New York Times from 2009. 
Back in 2009, Donald Trump and his 
children and the Trump organization 
all signed this letter published in the 
New York Times. This letter urged 
then-President Obama to pursue what 
they called ‘‘meaningful and effective 
measures to control climate change.’’ 
It goes on: ‘‘If we fail to act now’’—this 
being 2009—‘‘it is scientifically irref-
utable that there will be catastrophic 
and irreversible consequences for hu-
manity and our planet.’’ ‘‘Irrefutable,’’ 
‘‘catastrophic,’’ ‘‘irreversible’’—there 
is not much ambiguity there. 

Well, a decade has passed since this 
letter, and much has changed. Now 
Donald Trump mocks global warming, 
and the GOP in Congress has fled from 
taking any serious action on climate 
change—even on policies that are as 
mainstream and widely supported by 
appointees of Republicans as carbon 
pricing. 

How did this come to pass? Well, I 
was here. I saw it happen. The year 
after President Trump signed this let-
ter, the Supreme Court’s disastrous 
Citizens United decision opened the 
floodgates to unlimited special-interest 
money—money from polluters into our 
politics—and that changed everything. 

In 2007, we had bipartisan climate 
bills. In 2008, we had bipartisan climate 
bills. In 2009, we had bipartisan climate 
bills. Bipartisanship was the theme of 
responding to the climate change prob-
lem for those years. By my recollec-
tion, we had five different bipartisan 
Senate climate bills kicking around. 

Then, in January 2010 comes the Citi-
zens United decision. The fossil fuel in-
dustry pushed for it, asked for it, saw 
it coming, and took immediate advan-
tage of it. Before you know it, there is 
that unlimited money, often unleashed 
through dark money channels, so you 
don’t know who is behind it, and there 
are the threats and promises that nec-
essarily accompany that power. Think 
about it. If you are given the power to 
spend unlimited money in politics, do 
you not necessarily also have the 
power to threaten to spend unlimited 
money in politics? Of course, you do. 
The two cannot be separated. 

So the unlimited spending, the anon-
ymous dark money, and the threats 
and promises combined to shut down 
the Republican Party on this issue. It 
was like turning off the lights. From 
January 2010 forward, no Republican in 
this Chamber has been willing to get 
onto any serious piece of legislation to 
reduce carbon dioxide. 

Republican voters aren’t there. Re-
publican young voters are up in arms. 

Republican economic leaders aren’t 
there. You can look across the Repub-
lican Party, and you find a strong and 
solid desire to address the climate 
problem, and you even have Republican 
leaders supporting a specific solution. 
It is just here where it stops. It is just 
here where political spending is so im-
portant that it has been able to over-
come even the judgment of Nobel 
Prize-winning Republican appointees 
as to how to solve this. 

After he received his Nobel Prize just 
last October, William Nordhaus, Nobel 
Prize-winning economist, lamented: 
‘‘It’s hard to be optimistic. . . . We’re 
actually going backward in the United 
States, with the disastrous policies of 
the Trump administration.’’ 

Where is 2009 Donald Trump? Where 
is the guy who signed this? I want that 
guy back. These economists of all po-
litical backgrounds know what is going 
on, and they know how to fix it. The 
American people know what is going 
on, and they want us to fix it. It is 
time for us to take action, and it is 
time for us to wake up. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
19–02, concerning the Air Force’s proposed 
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of India for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $190 million. After 
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan 
to issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES W. HOOPER, 

Lieutenant General, USA, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 19–02 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
India. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment $26 million. 
Other $164 million. 
TOTAL $190 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: India has requested a 
possible sale of two (2) Self-Protection 
Suites (SPS) consisting of AN/AAQ 24(V)N 
Large Aircraft Infrared Countermeasures 
(LAIRCM), ALQ–211(V)8 Advanced Integrated 
Defensive Electronic Warfare Suite 
(AIDEWS), and AN/ALE–47 Counter-Meas-
ures Dispensing System (CMDS) to protect 
two (2) Boeing–777 Head-of-State aircraft. 
The LAIRCM system consists of three (3) 
Guardian Laser Terminal Assemblies 
(GLTA), six (6) Missile Warning Sensors 
(MWS) for AN/AAQ–24 (V)N, one (1) LAIRCM 
System Processor Replacements (LSPR), one 
(1) Control Indicator Unit Replacement 
(CIUR), one (1) Smart Card Assembly and 
one (1) High Capacity Card (HCC)/User Data 
Memory (UDM) card. 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Twelve (12) Guardian Laser Transmitter 

Assemblies (GLTA) AN/AAQ–24(V)N (6 in-
stalled, 6 spares). 

Eight (8) LAIRCM System Processor Re-
placements (LSPR) AN/AAQ–24(V)N (2 in-
stalled, 6 spares). 

Twenty-three (23) Missile Warning Sensors 
(MWS) for AN/AAR–54 AAQ–24(V)N (12 in-
stalled, 11 spares). 

Five (5) AN/ALE–47 Counter-Measures Dis-
pensing System (CMDS) (2 installed, 3 
spares). 

Non-MDE: Also included are Advanced In-
tegrated Defensive Electronic Warfare Suites 
(AIDEWS), LAIRCM CIURs, SCAs, HCCs, and 
UDM cards, initial spares, consumables, re-
pair and return support, support equipment, 
Self-Protection Suite (SPS) engineering de-
sign, integration, hardware integration, 
flight test and certification, selective avail-
ability anti-spoofing modules (SAASM), war-
ranties, publications and technical docu-
mentation, training and training equipment, 
field service representatives; U.S. Govern-
ment and contractor engineering, technical 
and logistics support services, and other re-
lated elements of logistical and program sup-
port. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (IN–D– 
QAF). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: IN–D–QJD, 
IN–D–QAA, IN–D–QAD. 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 
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